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Rabat, M or occo
8- 10" November 2009

The fourth conference of the Mediterranean Society Comparative
Education (ME.S.C.E) was held under the auspiceshefEcole Normale
Supérieure(ENS) at Rabat, Morocco on th& and 18' November, 2009. The
conference title was 'Education, Democracy and abahistice - Curricular,
Pedagogical and Policy Implications'. The confeeem@s held at the end of
last year rather than in 2010 not to clash withwharld Congress of the World
Council of Comparative Education Societies (WCCHS8)take place in
Istanbul this coming June. ME.S.C.E is a full membiethe WCCES whose
executive meeting also took place in Rabat the dafore the ME.SCE
conference started. Members of the WCCES Exec@ivencil participated at
the ME.S.C.E conference, some even presenting papémis event.

This was the largest and most representative MEEScGnference to date.
The programme was packed with plenaries, keynatdarallel sessions with
speakers from both sides of the Mediterranean shofbere were also
presenters from other regions, such as North Aragsiab-Saharan Africa and
South East Asia, to ensure that the conferencehviasloa certain degree of
international border-crossing with respect to idaad experiences, in the best
spirit of critical comparative education. There revepresentations from
Australia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Canada, Cyprus,degaGreece, Holland, Iran,
Italy, Malta, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, Soutlirida, Spain, Taiwan,
Tanzania, Turkey, United Kingdom and the U.S.A. fEhevere also scholars
from Southern countries (e.g. Algeria, Ghana) wihe aow ensconced in
Western institutions.

Professor Samira Dlimi from ENS, Morocco and ME.&.CSecretary
General, Professor Carmel Borg, from the UniversifyMalta, were the
conference convenors. They left no stone unturpecknder this a superbly
organized event, with simultaneous translationgnglish, French and Arabic
being provided. The opening plenary was addrebgedrofessor Abdelhafid

ITALIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY OFEDUCATION, 1, 2010.
269



Conferences

Debbagh, Secrétaire Général du Département dedigimsment Supérieur, de
la Formation des Cadres et de la Recherche siipmjfthe Director of ENS,
M. Abdellattif Mogine, Professor Dlimi and M.E.SE President, Professor
Peter Mayo, University of Malta. The keynote speskeere: Professor
Abdellah Saaf, Universite® Mohammed V, Rabat, Momand President afe
Centre des Etudes et Recherches en Sciences So@H&SS Morocco,
Professor Mehdi LahlouJnstitut National de Statistique et d'Economie
Appliqguée(INSEA), Rabat, Morocco and ME.S.C.E. Vice Prestd®rofessor
Fatma Gok, Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey,ENMS.C.E. Executive
Committee Member and convenor of 2010 WCCES Conésreand Professor
Abdelmajid Kaddouri, Hasan Il University, Casablanklorocco.

Topics addressed throughout the conference includération,
Postcolonial Education, Organizational Culture, &gdjies of Memory and
Mourning, Youth cultures, Language Politics, Colation and History,
Women'’s issues in Education, Higher Education, Wooal Education,
Bologna Process, Assessment Policies, Middle BasRalitics, Inclusion
Policies, Maternal Education, Self-Reliance and dation, Human Rights
Education, Equity issues in Education and Schoalleeship, Gender issues in
Education, Scientific Knowledge in a Global Era.

Sponsorship for this conference was provided byEfR8& (Rabat-Morocco),
Ministry of Education (Morocco), the Italian Cularinstitute and ME.S.C.E.
The ltalian Ambassador to Morocco also hosted aptéen for ME.SCE and
WCCES Executive Council participants at his resige®\ welcome reception
was held on the eve of the conference courtesiieftalian Cultural Institute
in Rabat, Morocco. Information and photos regagdime conference can be
found on the Society’s websitittp://www.mesce.org/

Presidential Address by Peter Mayo, University of Malta,
MESCE President 2008-2010

On behalf of the Mediterranean Society of CompeeatEducation, |
welcome the Honorable Minister of Education, membef the executive
committee of the World Council of Comparative Ediara Societies
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(WCCEYS), other participants at the MESCE confergimmuding members of
the newly formed AFRICE, to this, the fourth in aries of conferences,
normally held every two years. These conferengesd primarily on different
aspects of education in the Mediterranean regidralso accommodate papers
and roundtables on aspects of education in othrés phthe world.

A word of great thanks is due at the very outsangfaddress to the hosts
of this conference from thecole Normale Supérieutgere in Rabat, Morocco.
Particular thanks are due to Professor Samira Dlih@ worked very hard, and
at times against the odds, to ensure that thisecente takes place in the
stipulated time with everything in place to enstiie packed programme’s
smooth running. | can also attest personally to stexling efforts of our
Secretary General, Professor Carmel Borg, to dfnengthe organisational
framework of this organisation, ensuring a soundritial basis, the creation of
a superb hyperlinked website, the publication ef 2008 conference book and
providing significant input into the organisatiohtbe conference.

A quick glance at the programme indicates that thiganisation is
gradually coming of age. It has come a long waynfiits very first meeting
which took place in the resident city of the congiae education scholar who
established this society. The scholar is Dott. @i Pampanini and the city
in question is Catania, Sicily. MESCE, as our wgbgioints out, is Dott.
Pampanini’s brainchild, as is the fledgling Afric&wociety of Comparative
Education, AFRICE, whose representatives we aldoonee today. It would
be no exaggeration to state that Dott. Pampanisj thmough his vision and
drive, contributed immensely to the spread and ticneaof structures for
comparative and international education in the ISemt regions of the world. It
was also he who proposed the holding of the WCCES&timg in Sarajevo and
to have the WCCES Executive Committee hold its mgehere in Rabat
during the MESCE conference. For all this, he desseour gratitude.

His vision has no doubt been shared by others. Wgtrmow begin to
speak of a movement concerning ‘education in theditdderanean’ which
gravitates around such organisations as MESCE hedjdurnal it helps
promote, theMediterranean Journal of Educational Studi¢®IJES), the
brainchild of its founding and still current editd®onald Sultana who invited
MESCE representatives to serve on the Editorialigaty Board. He also co-
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edited with Professor Borg and me a special isSUdJtS dedicated to the
2008 Malta conference which was subsequently tuimeda book.

In an age of university classifications, dominabsdAnglo-N. American-
Australian and South-East Asian universities, ahdracterised for the most
part by the hegemony of English and the high cayesf certain contexts at
the expense of others, | consider it imperativa tha from the South while,
unrelenting in our efforts to foreground, in thetabdished literature, the
perspectives that emerge from our context, alsatereur own structures to
make these perspectives constantly visible andsaitie.

The decision to convert the MJES into an onlinestopccess’ journal was
made by the Editor precisely with this view in mihdhink this is a step in the
right direction, despite the prejudices againsthsactlets often expressed in
the corridors of high ranking, status consciousensities and their academics
in certain parts of the world. | am convinced thia¢ future of academic
publishing lies in this direction. It constitutdset means whereby academics
reclaim the products of their own labour and cdaditn no small measure the
range of its dissemination.

Initiatives such as these are complemented by dthererging from this
part of the world, including that of the impendigunch of a journal
concerning Postcolonial Issues in Education whidh e published in the
Mediterranean island of Malta, a symbolic locationsuch a venture given the
country’s long histories of domination and colotiiza.

Nevertheless swimming against the tide is no maak. it is fraught with
difficulties and major ones at that. | need notesse some of the well
documented difficulties, including the various dat$ leading to the presence
of X signifying the automatic absence of Y in patfesuch as the one we are
undertaking. Financial sustainability is anothemdAyet success breeds success.
The relative success of the Malta conference, nlgtia terms of participation,
smooth running, range of topics discussed but misierms of registering a
profit, led, in some way, to some important actiottee setting up and
maintenance of a MESCE website, the publicatiokeynote talks from the
conference and the provision of some partial fugdar this conference where
the challenges have been many, not least the cgveri such otherwise
crippling expenses as the provision of professidraaislation facilities. These
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facilities are essential if the conference is tothdy representative of the
region, catering for both sides of the Mediterrar®ahores.

We stuck to the unwritten policy of rotating betweene side of the
Mediterranean to another, starting off in Cataniad a&hen moving to
Alexandria with the evocative location of the theewly built Bibliotheca
Alexandrina, then to Malta and now to Rabat, Momda my view, an east
Mediterranean city would be ideal next time roumthybe an Istanbul, a
Nicosia, a Dubrovnik or a Bled. | know our very awitted friends from
Istanbul have their work cut out with hosting tbetficoming massive WCCES
Congress and might want to rule themselves ouhefeguation for the time
being. However the excitement which | am sure te@nbul event will
generate in June might make them want to changerttired, once the dust has
settled. It is important that we keep the momeng@mng.

It is important that we settle on the right choigght in terms of:

. accessibility of location,

. attraction of the place (without exoticising ori@rtalising’ it)
to draw members of other international societied ansure that MESCE
becomes not a ghetto but a space for dialogue ouingeissues emerging not
only from the Mediterranean but also from otheriagg, in the spirit of true
comparative international education

. hosts who demonstrate the kind of commitment, asvshy
Professor Dlimi and her colleagues over here, avitey no stone unturned to
make the conference a success.

We need to keep the rotation going in view of propéediterranean
representation so that educators from all sidethefregion feel a sense of
ownership of the project. In this regard, it isrthareiterating that there can be
no MESCE without active Arab participation. Theflects the fact that there
can be no Mediterranean without the presence ofAthb world. The Rome
based, Bosnian-Croat scholar, Predrag Matvejevice avrote: “We need to
get rid of this European habit of speaking aboet Mediterranean and think
only of its northern shore: the Mediterranean haatteer shore, that of Africa
and the Maghreb.”(Matvejevic, 1997, p.119). Thesgesnents come across as
truisms. It would not be amiss, however, to resdseese truisms as we
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constantly struggle against popular romanticizatjonmystifications,
orientalisations and omissions — all part of thétige of (mis) representation
and absence.

The Mediterranean is formidable in its diversity daonvergences,
crisscrossed as it is by cultural crosscurrents riyader our various cultures
hybrids that have the potential of enabling us danect with other peoples
from the region. We need to explore however thegradynamics, suggestive
of unequal power relations in the Mediterraneargt tbharacterise these
connections, lest we lapse into a facile notiofindérculturalism.’

What Ferdinand Braudel calls thengue duréeof exchange in the
Mediterranean left its imprints on the subjectestiof people in the region
which even long periods of Northern European callisrin could not stamp out,
despite the fact that this colonialism, as well assistances and
accommodations to it, enhanced the ever dynamicepsoof hybridisation
involved. These can lead scholars to engage intrapantal’ readings of
situations, in Edward Said’s terms, borrowed fil@gerature and music, which
render research on education and other aspectfedhlthe Mediterranean
most rewarding and instructive.
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