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Abstract The paper aims to explore the mapping of belonging identification
representations among both autochthonous childrentlose of immigrants in
their later years of secondary education in Itklgims to contribute to developing
the implication of an analysis ‘from below’ of a@énship, stressing its active,
contested, adjusted contents and showing how ttemimg youngsters attach to it
may vary according to the discourse and the cont@xiseries of narrative
interviews highlights the multivalent and mobile aneng attributed to citizenship
and its complex relation with membership and id&mtiion. Discussing the
criteria for obtaining citizenship, emphasis isgald on thearticipativedimension
rather than on the dimension of attributed belogdgdetermined by fate or blood).
Citizenship remains an important formal questiohrequires aractive attitude in
order to be deserved. The ‘honest life’ then bethe main criterion for granting
citizenship. Differently from Marshall and his cdésal analysis, it is possible to
note a marked shift of emphasis from rights to elyytundermining the inclusive
and universal meaning attributed to citizenshiprratéons become more complex
when identification is the main contend. In thiseaan essentialist reified idea of
belonging reduces citizenship to a specific but exihaustive part of personal
identification. Citizenship then may evolve fronirgga tool for inclusion to being
a tool for differentiation and division between asd them’.
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Citizenship in a global world

The characteristics of contemporary migration psses — increasingly
bound up in the context of a growing fluidity ofgpde, goods, images, and
information (Appadurai 1996) — contribute to blaginational boundaries
and pose new questions about the principles ousnmh and exclusion
used to allocate civic, political and social rightgarshall 1964). In
particular, new international migrations questiba way in which, starting
from the point of view of the nation-state, modermias conceived of
citizenship as the result of a close relationshijpiag rights, nationality and
belonging. The increasingly transnational dimensiom imagination, if
not in practice, (Faist 2000; Castles 2002) — @érimational migrations
reveals a constitutive contradiction at the hedrtlimeral democracy
between the recognition of individual freedom basedthe idea of the
universal equality of all human beings and the daisaof nation-states to
control their national boundaries and to definedtiteria for inclusion and
exclusion while at the same time guaranteeing thsipility of effective
possession of universal human rights (Benhabib 2004

For some scholars (Brubaker 1992; Joppke 1999 ttrassformations
may be relevant but do not really call into questibe central role of the
nation-state either in defining criteria for indlus and exclusion or in
guaranteeing effective possession of citizenshightsi Citizenship
continues to be based on a strong idea of belongioigd in the principles
of equality and participation. The rights assurgditizenship still require
loyalty to and recognition of the national commuynit

For other scholars (Soysal 1994; Jacobson 199@&waidea of post-
national citizenship is being stated, an idea inctvltivic, political and
social rights are claimed and assured, not based gpecific national
belonging but on the recognition of universal humaghts granted by
supra-national institutions and treaties. Thesasfaamations entail a
decline in the relevance of national belonging eardler formal citizenship
less attractive because the civil and social rightiditionally assures are
now guaranteed by the supra-national recognitionuiofversal human
rights.

Other students point out that a profound transféionaof citizenship is
not tantamount to its radical devaluation. Theitiaw&l idea of citizenship
deeply bound up in belonging to a unique natiotedeaves room for new
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transnational (Baslket al 1994; Baubtck, Guiraudon 2009; Poradsal.
1999), cosmopolitan (Delanty 2000) or multicultui&oopmanset al.
2005) ideas of citizenship.

Thus citizenship seems to constitute one of thacgral arenas of
conflict for the claim of human rights protectiomdedifference recognition.
This is particularly evident when the debate ralate the fates of
immigrants’ children. The so-called ‘second gerierst demonstrate how
problematic and complex the ties between requestsiniclusion and
national identification have become in contemporgigbal societies.
Although the thinking on the role citizenship adlyp@lays in defining the
paths of inclusion or exclusion of immigrants’ chén often derives from
macro analysis, focusing on formal dimensions amdmgning how
regulatory transformations affect social mobilitynda scholastic or
professional results, various studies analysinghgopeople’s experiences
of what being a citizen means are rapidly gainimgriest The focus on
everyday understanding of citizenship is conneet#ti a dynamic and
relational notion of citizenship in which social amngs and social
practices are placed at the core of the matterBésedicto and Moran
observe, “instead of thinking about citizenship as individual status,
defined by the state’s attribution of diverse rigtegnd the ambiguous
acknowledgement of certain responsibilities acglioace and for all, it
must be understood as a process whose contenti@entings change in
the course of life trajectories of individuals, amgadifferent social groups,
and according to specific historical contexts” (20609).

From the everyday point of view, citizenship appeas characterised
by multidimensionality. The formal dimension — thessession of formal
status and a passport — can be distinguished fioen participative
dimension — being considered part of society, ballgved to have a say,
expressing and defending specific opinions or edey — and from
identification — feeling part of a specific commiyniThe distinction allows
us to analyse how these different constitutive disiens are connected or
distinct in concrete, mundane situations in ordeexpress an articulated
and mobile idea of inclusion and exclusion, equadihd difference and
rights and duties.

2 See for example Listaat al. 2003; Hussain, Bagguley 2005; Sméthal. 2005; Miller-
Idriss 2006; Queirolo Palmas 2006; Benedicto, Moefiv7; Colombo, Domaneschi,
Marchetti 2009; Colombo 2009.
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This paper aims to explore the mapping of belongingd identification
representations among both autochthonous childred #hose of
immigrants in their later years of secondary edanain Italy. It aims to
contribute to developing the implication of an as& ‘from below’ of
citizenship, stressing its active, contested, adghgontents and showing
how the meaning youngsters attach to it may vargoming to the
discourse and the context.

Presentation of the research

In sharing these analytical and theoretical petspgesx; the research |
present here is an attempt to understand how solmleszents attending
secondary high school in Milan (northern Italy) ceive of and speak
about citizenship.

| collected 110 in-depth narrative interviews, wibloth children of
autochthonous Italians and children of immigrarAd. the youngsters
interviewed are between the ages of 16 and 22. dhidren of
autochthonous Italians (72) are all male, and Brenaolled in technical or
professional schools. Among the children of immidgsa(38, including 24
girls and 14 boys), 11 are enrolled in a scientifidinguistic high school
and the other 27 are attending technical or prafeattraining institutes.
All of them were either born in Italy (24) or ared in early childhood (14)
and all had their scholastic formation in Italy.€T¢ountry of provenance of
their parents varies considerably mirroring the uakt fragmented
composition of Italian immigraticn

The interviews with children of autochthonous Hak mainly focused
on the idea of national belonging, attitudes to igrants and immigration
and the meaning given to citizenship, cultural,tiedigion and political
participation. Special attention was devoted toeusidnding how rights
and duties contribute to shaping the idea of aisbép, how arguments
based on universalistic accounts or on the padtiigtic defence of
privileges are introduced in order to constructcontest the borderline

3 14 are from North African countries (12 from Egyptd 2 from Morocco), 5 come
from sub-Saharan countries (3 from Eritrea, 1 fi®emegal and 1 from Ghana), 6 are from
South America (5 from Peru and 1 from Salvadord 42 are from Asia (5 from the
Philippines, 4 from Sri Lanka and 3 from China). Tamainder comes from Russia.
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separating ‘us’ and ‘them’, the included and thel@ded. The interviews
with children of immigrants focused on the differ@ossible meanings of
belonging — admittance, membership, identificatioaxploring how they
claim citizenship, to what extent they are intezdsin claiming it, which
kind of motivation they advance for its achievemamd how they value it.
The children of immigrants interviewed do not resenet a statistically
significant sample of teenage children of immigsant Italy. They
represent a specific segment of this populatidtos¢ who decided or have
the resources and the ability to engage in edutdigyond compulsory
schooling. Thus they may represent an avant-gatdehwhaving acquired
a broader and stronger cultural capital, will ptadaplay a key role in
defining patterns of living together and integratin Italian society
(Colombo 2007).

Shifting from rights to duties

Most of the youngsters interviewed, the children anftochthonous
parents as well as the children of immigrants, eorecof citizenship as a
set of guarantees and rights which must be allawdygto those who prove
that they deserve them. The idea that citizensbipstitutes a universal
status, that is, that it consists of a condition efuality that is
acknowledged for all persons because they are hineiags regardless of
their actual behaviour does not seem to be veryespickad. On the
contrary, the idea is put forward that citizensisim form of guarantee or
protection for those who behave properly and cbute to the wellbeing of
the community (Listeet al. 2003).

Citizenship has to do with the recognition of eqo@portunity; it
involves behavioural and attitudinal aspects rathitian innate
characteristics. Anyone who contributes to the letlg of society, works,
obeys the law, pays taxes and is economicallyretfnt can and actually
should have citizenship. Far less importance isibated to blood,
ancestors, religion and ethnic or racial charasties. On the contrary,
people who are very selfish or who do not contebatonomically to
society would be excluded from the benefits acabtdecitizens.

In this way, citizenship relates more to the ‘wdylite’, that is, to
volitive actions, personal choices, attitudes aptialviours. The form of
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inclusion that citizenship defines is based on sharing of the same
principles and on respect for the same rules muaa bn the sharing of
innate and natural characteristics.

For me everyone could become an ltalian citizelms,9ame as everyone could
become German. People just have to adapt to thieistyles. Their cultures can
stay the same but their life style has to changfe. $tyle meaning the idea of
work and the idea of family (Fabio, 18 years old).

Only apparently, however, overcoming the idea thatonging is
defined by ‘blood’ or by other immutable charadds seem to mean
greater inclusion. In fact, a citizenship that mbst earned taken as a
‘reward for proper behaviour can potentially beosgly exclusive. It
distinguishes between series A persons (the ‘0glt’, the ‘good citizens’
and series B persons (the ‘marginal’, the ‘badher ‘non-citizens’) (Dean,
Melrose 1999; Listeret al. 2003). The former must be guaranteed and
protected while the latter must be left to theitefand, in any case,
excluded from the rights guaranteed by citizenshige universalistic and
inclusive principle that Marshall considers to be basis for the modern
idea of citizenship which tends to broaden paréitgm in public life as
much as possible and to reduce economic, cultunilsacial divisions is
replaced with a particularistic and exclusive pipie transforming
citizenship into a set of obligations, commitmertsd responsibilities
towards the community and converting rights intwvaeds that must be
earned through active and compliant behavior (CH89L

The ‘natural’ division based on blood and origirescomes a ‘moral’
distinction which is just as obvious and incontblta

We have to go back to where criminals are criminaf&l civil persons are
considered civil (Andrea, 20 years old).

Civil persons must not be excluded from citizensHip person behaves
properly, if he wants to participate in the comngmod, if he adapts to the
will and rules of society, he has the right to tak advantages related to
citizenship:

Being an lItalian citizen means belonging and obg¥yialian law, nothing more.
Accepting being an lItalian citizen means behavingoadingly, that is, making
choices that are to the benefit of the Italian staEveryone can be Italian

ITALIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY OFEDUCATION, 1, 2010.
134



Changing citizenship Enzo Colombo

citizens if he obeys the laws of this state artkibehaves accordingly, | mean,
once people have accepted the rules, they havautdhem into practice. |
believe that if a person is strongly convinced bathe is doing, that is, that he
wants to belong to this state, then you have te bim a chance to join it and
become part of it. The conditions are having a jaihink that is important, and
then that he does not commit crimes and that he dotlive off the state so that
all the citizens have to do something to maintaim.hl think citizenship is
strongly linked to duties that each one must take.ofollowing the rules lets
you live in peace and quiet just like an Italianriodn Italy ... so this gives you
the right to vote and therefore to make choicegHercountry to which you have
chosen to belong. Therefore to choose your fufteeat well and in general that
of the state in which you live. | think it is vémyportant, above all to have the
freedom of choice is one of the fundamental rigkiteman, 17 anni).

Belonging to the category of right and deservinggbe is not a natural
and universal characteristic which is acquired camee for all. The right to
have your citizenship acknowledged must constdmglyeconquered; it is
granted to all regardless of the conditions asdrtbehem but is revoked in
cases of improper behavior:

citizenship should be given to everybody ... you walive in Italy? Fine! Get

your documents in order, work, support a family on’tl bother other people,
then everything is okay and you have citizenship,ifbl see a foreigner who
rapes someone, jail doesn'’t solve anything, he Ishga back to his own country
directly and nothing else ... because at that pgioti don’t want to be a citizen
and so | would send him back to his own countrye(A#2 years old, born in
Egypt, in Italy since the age of 4, Egyptian citiieip)

In my opinion, the advantages of citizenship mesgtanted only to those who
are right and behavior properly, | mean, people wtmmmit murders, push
drugs or commit a robbery cannot have citizenshig enore, also if they are
Italians, it doesn’t matter at all if they are Itahs or foreigners, if they don't
obey the law they are no more citizens, they capretend to have community
housing or the right to vote or any other privile@acopo, 18 years old)

Giving citizenship to foreigners when it is merited

The young children of ‘autochthones’ intervieweryiy share the idea
that citizenship should not be too closely linkedotigins and blood. As

ITALIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY OFEDUCATION, 1, 2010.
13t



Changing citizenship Enzo Colombo

already illustrated, personal merit is worth mohart alleged natural
characteristics; it is a sure and fair criteriom thstinguishing between
those who may have rights and those who must blided from them.
Citizenship should be granted to all those who Wehproperly and
therefore show that they deserve it.

| would give lItalian citizenship to whoever desenrite to whoever earns it, not
to everybody! Because it would be a big mess ...I bwuld grant Italian
citizenship to people who work, who bust their asseand, in fact, | would even
expel anyone who doesn’t want to do anything (Gicanl 18 years old)

| think that to have Italian citizenship a persdroald have a job, have a house
... and then | don't know what else ... for me thesgethings would be okay, a
job and a house ... and he should contribute to pagg and things like that ...
at that point, Italian citizenship (Daniele, 19 ysald).

Other forms of restriction like knowledge of thendmage or the
political context suggested as indispensable puésigs for the awarding
of citizenship do not seem to be very relevantjastifiable:

a person who shows that he is here in Italy, theatives well, he works and does
not cause trouble and who is a very normal persan certainly have Italian
citizenship. If he behaves like any other Italiarhe.can have Italian citizenship
[...] There are people who have never learned lmaland work better than
Italians do and so... for me, the life they live dsupr something, if the person
really gets to work at eight in the morning and gbeme at eight at night and is
maybe supporting two kids whether or not he kndal&ah, | mean ... if you
bring something good to your job and, | don’t kn@emething that is good for
other people, then why can’t we give it to him, \@byyou have to send him back
home, because anyway if he leaves, then along camdtlian who maybe
leaves work at six, does less work ... if a persdrabes properly, that's okay
and he deserves it even if he doesn’'t know mudhanta. amen! [...] | look at
the facts, you've always got to look at the factd # the facts warrant deserving
Italian citizenship then | would give it (Andred gears old)

if a Moroccan comes along or someone like that abeys the law, that's fine
with me, he works ... fine, no problem, but if hetstaot obeying the law, then |
get pissed off, | mean, especially if you come yohwme and start smashing
things ... You can come from wherever you like fisstong as you use your
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head, your brains, act right, obey the law andaedn’t matter where you come
from, if you just obey the law

Some people suggest that there should be testeddiowledge of Italian and
of Italian culture ...

No, not that, because that’s a lot of honsenskinktthat is imposing your own
society and it's got nothing to do with it. Itésough to obey the law, | think it
is senseless, it makes no sense in my books. Mihidsyou impose your own
society? | mean, it's simpler, you're born wheraiye born, you've got your
memories, the history of your nation ...and, whatetleey're yours, | don't
impose mine on you, no way (Alberto, 21 years old)

Many of those interviewed underline nevertheless tihe will to learn a
language and lItalian customs needed for adequatenaaication and to
engage skilfully in daily relations is the minimurasis for the granting of
citizenship. It cannot be linked solely to temparateria and it cannot be
obtained automatically. On the contrary, it must desired and must
require a minimum of commitment that proves theialotiesire for and real
interest in integration. The commitment to acq@o®d language skills is
seen as an important indicator of the wish notisolate oneself’ and
therefore the wish to be part of the community,risigaits burdens and
obligations and therefore earning the rights andilpges connected with
citizenship. But the conditions that effectivelyost a definite distinction
between those who deserve citizenship and those ambcexcluded are
having a job, a family, a home, obeying the lawhawng ‘normally’ and
actively seeking to be useful to society as a whole

The immigrants’ children’s interest in citizenship

Due to bureaucratic complexity and the arbitrasnesvolved in
obtaining a regular permit to stay in Italy for aogy not considered part
of the Italian blood community, it is not surprigithat all the children of
immigrants interviewed showed a strong interestobtaining Italian
citizenship.

The interviewees often see citizenship merely agag of obtaining
formal documents, especially a passport, whicluaedul, if not necessary,
for the practical advantages they provide.

ITALIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY OFEDUCATION, 1, 2010.
137



Changing citizenship Enzo Colombo

The practical dimension of citizenship is consitiait allows people
to live legally and without suffering an excessdegree of discrimination.
Citizenship is first of all @ocumentcertifying the recognition of equality
and being considered a human being, the riglexist to stay and tolive
legally in a specific place. It is an essential wioent for the management
of everyday, mundane problems:

Citizenship is just a legal issue, if there werettilsunals or borders there would

be no citizenship. | have two citizenships, | have documents, but they don't
have any value in themselves, for me they don’t lzany affective value ... I'm

not saying they are not important, they are usafid convenient ... If someone
offered me an English passport, sure I'd accefiteitause it doesn’t have any
affective value, it's only another convenienceloésn’t have any other meaning.
If I lost it I'd have a problem, obviously, becalgkhave to do it again, but not

because citizenship has a value, absolutely ndsi{a, born in Russia, in Italy

since she was 5 years old, Russian and ltaliamegiship)

The emphasis on tHegal dimension of citizenship and on its link with
a legal permit to stay in ltaly is easy to undardtan the light of the long
and uncertain bureaucratic procedures. The childoénimmigrants,
especially those born in Italy, consider the olllyato have a permit to
legally stay in the country an unequal and oppvessequirement which
makes an incomprehensible or unjustifiable disiomcbetween them and
their peers with Italian parents who are perceaggdimilar and with whom
they share the same everyday life and the samendrdar the future
(Balibar 1988).

In its formal dimension, citizenship is consideratbove all an
instrumental resource. It allows them first to lggatayin Italy and bypass
the bureaucratic procedures and second to be esadicequal to their
Italian peers, especially with regard to the oppaty to travel, a right
involving the fundamental and sacred freedom offiathan beings.

As a right to stay and to travel, citizenship inmed mundane daily
matters. Nonetheless, this everyday dimension eae kentral relevance
and can affect many other aspects of personal iexper. The mundane
aspect of citizenship, as stressed by one intepgewan have extremely
profound consequences and can turn over a new leaf:

With citizenship comes the possibility to vote .entily papers, so | can go
everywhere in Europe without showing my passporthen there is also the
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passport that allows you to travel more easily .,.teey are ... we can say they
are small things, but they can also turn over a rleaf (Loum, born in ltaly,
with parents from Senegal, he is waiting for tladidin citizenship).

For the children of immigrants interviewed, citizéip still represents
an important document in terms of recognition aadigipation as well.
The right to be recognized as members of a specdimmunity, to be
entitled to all the rights connected with that Ingimg, to be able to stay
legally and to have a say and to participate iningpkommon decisions
are all concrete factors in inclusion or exclusigwen more so, citizenship,
that is, the right to actively express personafguemces and the right to
travel without excessive restrictions is consideasda central element in
personal capacitfMelucci 1996: 52), a set of resources a pers@s irs
thinking for herself and acting as a person in ptdebe recognized as a
person by others and to invest energy in her patdaliilment as a human
being. Citizenship from this point of view, repretenot only a strategic
instrumental document, but also the prerequisite fidl and concrete
agency

Citizenship is still important because it grantsesies of political and
social rights which cannot otherwise be fully guaead at a supra-national
or local level; it is also important for recogniti@f one’s “equal” right to
be present in a particular place and to participatemmunity life.

This second aspect is particularly relevant forahiédren of immigrants
born in ltaly. For them, citizenship as recognitiofh “being Italian” is
something “natural”, something due. Non-recognitajrthis belonging is
seen as a unjustifiable discrimination:

Even if | don’t have citizenship yet, | alreadylfgalian, | mean, | don’t know,

to be honest, for me to be an Italian is to be asm, as | am now, ltalian,
because | am what | am because | grew up in tlEseylwith a specific point of
view, with these kind of people; I live here, | plibe law, | have rights and
duties like all the people who live here have... dl fene hundred per cent
Italian, so | don’t understand why | cannot have thtalian citizenship right

now... after all it is always the same story, yeanlltalian, but | haven't got the
citizenship... so you feel different because you bale an alien’s residence
permit to stay here in the country where you wemalwhile all the other people
can stay here without permits... you must have a ipeyou don’t have the

freedom to live in the country where you were bgou have to ask for a permit,
and if you are lucky, it's ok, otherwise you hawegd back to a country where
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you have never lived and you barely know ... it yeadhkes you feel different, it
makes you feel incomplete... | know that citizenishgmly a paper, nothing will
change with it, maybe only greater freedom for ¢thwg, but for me it is
important, it has always been important... | alwagslfthe lack of it as an
unequal and pointless discrimination... | never ustiard why | cannot have it
(Adian, born in Italy, with Eritrean parents, stevaiting for Italian citizenship)

Citizenship allows actual participation in commuyniife, personal
agency and having a say in common decisions. @G#l@ip ensures the
capability of shaping the form of the future, ofeating the definition of
situations, it allows a person to make herself thet@r express preferences,
to fully exercise the&oiceoption (Hirschmann 1970). Without citizenship it
is impossible to be the master of one’s own futitrds impossible to
participate on an equal basis, it is impossiblédoprotagonist, an auto-
directed person. A person who is not allowed toehawice and to
participate is not only stigmatized by a discrinting difference but is also
deprived of her essential capacity of agency antbnamy. She is
dispossessed of the chance to participate on égumas in building her life
and her future.

Citizenship and identification: the persistence ofan essentialist vision
of national belonging

Both the children of autochthonous Iltalians and tteldren of
immigrants make a sharp distinction between cishgmand identification.
Citizenship relates to theay of life It involves rules, respect for the law of
the land, the capacity to be self-reliant, to beneenically independent, to
have a job, a family and a home. It is somethirantban be learned and
can be changed. It has to do with choice and palsuati.

Identification relates taculture conceived in their discourses as the
original imprinting arising out of parental tiebgthabitusand learned and
acquired traditions. It is felt as something deep®re personal, and more
complex than the formal recognition of politicaldasocial rights or the
possibility to participate.

Even if citizenship represents a central part, rofigerceived as
fundamental to the processes through which idemsitgonstructed, by
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itself it is not able to express the complex attittan and the dynamic,
contextual dimension of personal loyalty and beiogg

even if you live here all your life you will nevee an Italian because Italian
means being born an ltalian, that is, being borntaly to Italian parents with
generations of Italians, like your grandfather, ygreat-grandfather and your
great-great-grandfather have to be Italian too, nloat you just come here for
fifteen years and then you're Italian. | mean, tighot the same thing as being
born in Italy (Alessandro, age 16).

I'm happy to have ltalian citizenship... when | ththiat my father came here a
long time ago, he worked hard, he did a lot of disinand only at the end got
citizenship, | mean, | did nothing to have citizgps.. It's a great thing to have

Italian citizenship, but at the same time my raetmain Egyptian, | mean, even
if someone said to me: “No, you are no longer Egypt | still feel Egyptian ...

it is not a paper that can change my feelings..vé8@, born in Egypt, in Italy

since she was 3 years old and with dual citizendtapan and Egyptian)

Feeling part of a specific group, very often unteyd as national
belonging or, less frequently, as religious belaggis a question of fate.
The attempt to radically change this fate is ofpemceived as a form of
‘betrayal’, something that goes against the ‘ndtstigte of things'.

| think that to really be Italian, you have to, tesay, be born one. | mean, it's a
guestion of birth, but not a problem of ... the défee of a person. Maybe it's
because when you're born in a place, and right fishen you are little you see
and memorise the place where you are, the thing$ $hirround you and
everything, and from there if you grow up in a diygace, you become Italian.
But if, for example, | move to another place, | Wango to America, it's not like
I am going to become an American. I'll always beltatian because basically |
was born in one place and that's where my roots Aman’t become something
else, | can't betray what | am (Cristian, 18 yeatd)

| see Italian citizenship as an advantage for ma thust be exploited! When |
got ltalian citizenship my friends all said “Oh, dk, you've got Italian

citizenship!” and | said “So what?!” | mean, it inot as if a person changes
according to his citizenship, a person is what stlel feel attached to my
traditions down home, and anyway my family beldngbat country, but I think

that it does not matter where you are born, indkase that you are linked ... |
am obviously linked to Italy because in any cageelw up and lived here, and
besides, | like Italy. But | think is a good thitg be attached to traditions
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because that's where your blood comes from anywathe sense that you are
attached. Even if you live somewhere else, thgaf4o be something that links
you, because they struggled so long for nationaditd for the sense of
nationality so why throw it all up? | mean they Wed so hard and then to get
there and then you say “No, | don'’t care “, no, drdt like that, it would be like
a betrayal. (Romeena, 19 years old, born in Itgigrents from Sri Lanka,
Italian citizenship).

Citizenship is never the same as national belonddwgn when it is
strongly desired, it is a demonstration of the wdgllbelong to a certain life
style but it cannot signal a ‘change of nature’.

| think that Italian, the term Italian can be belging, being born in Italy like a
civil thing, it's something ... an adjective and . attts, Italian doesn’t mean just
those who are born in Italy, like, for example, @riRborn in Italy is Italian. For
me, being ltalian needs quite something else, édae.. pride, | think. There
are lots of Italian ltalians, children of Italiangho ... if they had the choice
would be born in some other country and that, welll just absolutely cannot
agree with. For me, being ltalian is something éogroud of ... being Italian is
an identity and it's not only having a passport. wbuld give citizenship to
whoever deserves it ... whoever adapts to the Itdifiaistyle because we did not
invite you, but it was you who wanted to comeadty land therefore you have to
and not us, you have to adapt to the Italian waljifef If you're good and you
like it, great! I'm happy. If you don't like it, yiocan’t expect things to change for
you. That's the way | see it. But then, havingeitship does not mean becoming
Italian. You can't become an lItalian, you are ban Italian.... You become
Italian by law. But then it's not as if I'm sayittigat if you aren’t Italian you're a
bad person, no, but you are simply not Italian. Yeutalian in the sense of
rights, you're Italian in your passport, you have iaentity card, you are part of
the Italian state but you are not actually an l&ai

What does a person need to be totally Italian?

He basically needs the fact of being born in Italy if he is born in Italy and is
brought up by foreigners ... a foreigner who after years behaves well and all
and has a passport and Italian citizenship, he gaesind like an Italian but
he’s not really an Italian, actually, but this i®tan insult! | mean ... maybe it
may seem that not being lItalian ... you're simply Italfan, this is absolutely
not ... any kind of discrimination, simply that yau'not Italian (Stefano, 18
years old)
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Autochthonous multiculturalism

The most reified and essential aspects of ideatifia come to the fore
when reasoning becomes defensive. That is, whisnciaimed that one’s
own freedom and autonomous existence are undeatthre

The most widely perceived threat does not come faogneconomic or
financial competition; only a few of those intemied used the line of
reasoning that jobs were being taken by foreigmersdid they see religion
as a threat. Few young people claim that it istrighset restrictions on
religious freedom or to generally prevent the baoidof places of worship
for religions other than Catholicism. Even less dw they hold that
belonging to a specific religion may be a criteriorbe used in considering
the granting of citizenship.

Rather the threat comes from the excessive attettie state pays to
foreigners and which undermines the principles@fality and justice.
Foreigners are seen as being privileged, as recgiviore help from the
state, as enjoying more comprehension and judiifitan cases of deviant
behaviour and as not being required to behave aityrine way any Italian
citizen is expected to do. These privileges argajuaed to the detriment
of ltalians, especially of those who have greatsds and who live under
difficult conditions.

in Italy they say there is democracy and that tne is equal for all, but that is
not true because in the end the

non European Community people have more rightd, ihjamore advantages
than we have. For example, | don’'t know, as falaagulness is concerned, they
can commit crimes — they push drugs, they commitiensi ... but they always
get off but maybe if an Italian had done it ... ld@ameone | know, why was he in
prison for 32 months? Because he pulled off a ropbecause he needed money
and because he didn’'t have a job. Just as an examphow much injustice
there is, they find more jobs than we do. Well,rfar it's okay if they stay but
just as long as they behave themselves, do théy, gay their taxes as if they
were lItalian, then there’s no problem, but nottiey're criminals (Fabio, 18
years old)

An excessive attention to the ‘difference’ of tleeeigners which is the
basis for justifying their non-compliant behaviouand for a
disproportionate assessment of their needs, dodacin transgress the
principle of equality which should characteriseaust jsociety. A widespread
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sense of resentment surfaces with regard to allsgedial treatment given
to foreigners considered forms of ‘reverse disanamion’ (Barker 1981,
Sears 1988, Taguieff 1995): forms of privilege fareigners which,
disguised as integration policies or moral attisidef solidarity and
understanding, discriminate substantially agaimstautochthones.

They want to be equal to Italians when they comre had so we have to give
them the same rights and the same duties as I&lBnt it happens so often that
since they arrive here in such serious conditibeytare given more than would
be given to a normal Italian and this creates défece and this can be one of the
reasons for the acts of racism that you see (Frat8oyears old).

For example, in the case of community housing, ifishould go to Italians! It is
not acceptable that there are bums in the strd&tBans and all, and that they
do not have homes. Those people come from abrahdetnstate subsidies. I'm
not saying that they shouldn’t be given to thent fiost let’s look after our own,
first jobs for Italians and then ... first homes ftalians and then ... first the
Italian families with problems ... not to someone gt got here and already
has council housing, no, and they don’t even wolt!way! (Filippo, 19 years
old).

It doesn’t matter to me if someone is a foreignendat, | don’t discriminate, but

it bothers me that, for example, foreigners cauaeabe and then they are
treated differently from lItalians, that is, theyeapunished less than an Italian
would be. The rules now are too permissive ... thieynat strict, they are too

lenient ... jurisdiction ... because the foreigners Whip who do these things,
murders and various things, maybe they get a seateguivalent to the one for
a person who stole which is one act ... stealingoithing like killing. Maybe

someone commits a murder and gets a lighter seatéman the person who
steals, now that is something that irks me. Thiedity between Italians and
foreigners bothers me. They misbehave and are ootsiped and they are
pardoned. As long as we are all treated equallat'thfine with me, but if the
foreigners are privileged and get the upper han@duldn’t be Italy anymore

and so steps should be taken (Cristian, 18 yeafk ol

The young children of autochthones interviewedgaeerally against a
multicultural society, if by this term a model obcéety where various
groups live together while maintaining their spiecdifferences is meant.
The majority of them does not agree with the idest it is necessary to
publically acknowledge and safeguard the immigracidtures and it is
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against foreigners who decide to live in Italy witlh giving up their
customs or, worse still, who try to impose thelesu It does not accept the
possibility of hyphenated Italians who can manifdiffierentiated loyalties
and plural identifications. To live in Italy, peepmust respect the lItalian
way of life.

The foreigner who comes to Italy must anyway cendidat he is a guest in a
country that is not his own and therefore must ke In any country, there are
rules. You see lots of foreigners who come hemanuib murders and maybe do
two years and then they are out, but if an Italdoes it, he is in for a lifetime.
And this is no good, you understand? Anyway youecmma country that hosts
you, you don’t come here to cause a commotion,iflikgo to another country,
it's not as if I'm going to do bad things, | medmave a little respect. There are
lots of foreigners who don’t have this thing, thespect. There are lots of
foreigners who come here and do bad things, pusggiill. | think they should
all be sent back to their own country ... also beeaws run the risk of having
more foreigners than Italians. But | repeat, theefgner who comes here, who is
humble and doesn’t cause harm, is not ... does nbebmne, but the foreigner
who comes here and wants to tell me what to donitdike it, because anyway
you are in my country, so don’t you come here asttidr me, an Italian. | don’t
like that ... if someone steals, it's not as if besgayou are a foreigner ... killing
is always a crime, regardless who kills is foreigoe Italian, you've still killed.
But let’s say an Italian does it in his own counityis not justifiable, but | mean,
he does it in his own country ... But the foreignéowomes here ... most of
them are foreigners who ... violence ... | mean, mfasieoviolence is committed
by foreigners. And then, well, there’s the Italiwho steals, but ... he’s doing
that on his own home ground. He should be fourttygall the same, but ...
(Fabrizio, 18 years old)

When identification is the main topic, the requiggts youngsters think
necessary to obtain citizenship become more ré@s&icTo prevent
citizenship favouring only the cunning or thosehabiad intentions, it is felt
that it should be granted only to those who manifes clear desire to ‘feel
Italian’. It is not a question of ‘automatic’ na#lisation but it must be
‘wanted’.

Those interviewed said they were against grantitizeaship to anyone
who clearly wanted to get only instrumental besefiiom it. Anyone who
asked for and obtained Italian citizenship withgiting up traditions,
ways of thinking and acting rooted in their oridinalture were regarded in
a negative light. Since citizenship is consideretita be a universal right
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granted to every person on the grounds that hénisvaan being, but rather
as a recompense tied to a specific way of life, sinde this specific way of
life can only be that of the autochthonous groupeifjners who obtain
citizenship have no right to manifest their ‘difface’ in the public sphere.
Their every distinguishing act is seen as an actthaf (unjustified)
imposition of their own will and their own princgs at the expense of the
will and the principles of the autochthonous group.the face of the
attempt by foreigners to ‘impose’ their differentes defence of their own
‘difference’ becomes a commitment perceived as ssg unless they
want to be ‘colonised’, ‘converted’ or ‘taken ovéay ‘Them’. Even if the
defence of one’s own difference against externabfa may be a form of
reaction against the homologation of global cultatethe expense of
traditions and authentic local cultures and canathem the basis for
democracy (Eisenstadt 2008), when the arguments ibhe
acknowledgement of citizenship do not take on nheab tones of
universalism and equality, but those of particslaxi threats and fear, the
risk is to resort to the register of ‘cultural defe’ as a form of closure and
exclusion.

Limits can then be set on the spread of citizengbipdefend the
specificities of a specific group. The emphasiftsHiiom the universalistic
dimension to the specific dimension and citizensioplonger indicates a
set of fundamental rights guaranteed to all humaings but becomes a
symbol of specific historical conquests of a ‘p&djlr a ‘nation’.

for me there should be a law that says that thexe be X number of ... of
foreigners per city or country or state becausensvoor later we'll get to the
point where there are only foreigners in Italy atiebn it will no longer be an
Italy but a multistate, it will not be Italy anyrme(Alessandro, 16 year old)

You always hear on the tv news that no matter venétlis robbery or rape, they
are always done by foreigners. And that's what brihme because it’s like, how
can | say it, like biting the hand that feeds yacduse you come to Italy, we
take you in, we give you a job, and so you comedarithese stupid things! This
is the thing ... For example, that guy who came id amanted to take the
crucifix out of the schools. | mean, it's okayadfikeep your religion, but it's not
as if you can come and intrude on ours, and outasus. | think respect also
means obeying the rules and our Italian custom&rdtare lots of foreigners
who want to build mosques ... but there are no masheee in our country and
| don’t see why they have to build them in our ¢nun. | mean, do it in your
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own country. We don't want, | mean, we don’t wantl.mean, you are
disturbing our customs, we say ... | don’t know howexplain it, | don’t know
how to tell you, but I think that it is disturbifgecause | don’t know why you
have to do it ... | mean, here in Italy there’s theri§tian religion and it's not
okay that ... | mean, | don’'t know how to say it amalybe | sound mean ... it's
not good that there are other religions. | meanydiu want to practice your
religion, do it on your own, where you are withdomilding mosques, no
mosques, so, | say this could be bothersome. kthiou should keep your
customs to yourself. | mean, | don’t know how tplar it, | sound mean. At
school they practically wanted to remove the cidcif don't believe that if
you've got your religion, the crucifix can bothesuand then ... you are, let's
say, you are here for two days and you want tat S@iting the rules (Maurizio,
18 years old)

The children of immigrants: the ambivalent ties betveen citizenship
and identification

The children of immigrants also show an ambivaketitude towards
the ties between citizenship and identification.il&/the importance given
to formal recognition of citizenship and to paiion in community life
evidences how relevant the “classical” dimensiogitzenship can still be
for the children of immigrants (Brubaker 1992; Biluwaad 2004), these
youngsters also find that the ties between citizgngnd identification
seem more articulated and more complex.

For the most part, citizenship first and foremosikes sense as an
additional recognition, when it recognizes the Italian sidétheut
consequently requiring the renunciation of othemiifications and other
ties. Citizenship cannot be considered as an aloamelat of any previous
identification in order to embrace a new one. Gndbntrary, it is seen as
the necessary deployment of the irreducibility né's own identity into a
uniqgue dimension. Dual citizenship constitutes tieeognition of the
deeper character of identity, inevitably hybrid goharal.

Look, | really feel like this - Italian and Morocga. because after all... | am
what | am... | mean, even if | say “I'm of this oathextraction” ... in the end
everyone can see that I'm this way - Italian andrdédcan... Yes, and after all |
like it... 1 love my culture, | love the fact thaiml’Arabic, I'm proud of this, |
don’t want to keep it secret. So, yes I'm Italiamdavioroccan... | feel strongly
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Italian too, otherwise | wouldn't have all this hopof obtaining Italian
citizenship (Kenza, born in Morocco, in Italy sirgtee was 2 years old)

Citizenship is never fully equivalent to identifitan; the youths
interviewed make a sharp distinction between thlmgsition of formal
rights and the bureaucratic dimensions that legitiinthe presence in a
specific community on the one hand and the feebhdbelonging and
national identification on the other. Citizenshipshmainly to do with
inclusion— that is, the possibility to participate, to hdke right to a voice
and to take part without discrimination in socidé.l It is related to the
experience of inclusion and exclusion. Identifieathas mainly to do with
cohesion— that is, the feeling of being part of a spec@mmunity, of
feeling safe within it and having a stake in thaufa of such a community
of membership (Anthias 2006: 21). While citizenslegn have a direct
influence on personal capacities and on living domas, identification has
to do with the symbolic and affective dimensionke3e two aspects are
not necessarily in conflict each other, but thaspensable recognition of
equality and human rights cannot be reduced tardbgiction of having
one single passport or to the demand for totalligyand total recognition
in one unique national belonging.

I’'m Russian, but | don’t know anymore ... | lost edbthe Russian culture | had
before... If | go to Russia now all the people think a foreigner... because |
don’t dress like them anymore, they don’t recognigeas Russian ... You surely
lose something, obviously | have breathed so mtatlan air that obviously |
recognise myself in a lot of Italian things, | hdtadian citizenship, I'm Italian...
but that doesn’'t mean I'm less Russian... it's mammex than a single choice
(Kristina, born in Russia, in Italy when she wasy®Bars old, with dual
citizenship: Italian and Russian)

In the narrations of the children of immigrants wféen find a clear
distinction between these two dimensions of idgn{iiecognition and
identification) perceived as acting on two diffarganes and differently
connected with citizenship (Colombo, Leonini, Relting2009).

While citizenship is perceived as an indispensaloig central element
for complete recognition — and its absence reptesene of the main
contemporary forms of discrimination for most ofetlchildren of
immigrants born in ltaly - it does, however, regmsonly one of the
multiple constitutive elements of identificatiomhis is always plural,
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differentiated, open to change and adaptable to ditgation, fully

consistent with the everyday experience of livimg dontexts that are
changeable and dynamic, that multiply social pos# networks and
reference groups, and that require a plurality efoivements and the
constant ability to adapt one’s own position (Melud996; Wise,

Velayutham 2009).

Conclusive remarks

The image of citizenship transmitted by the youtheiviewed is
multivalent and mobile. Rights and duties, blood gersonal choice,
inclusion and exclusion appear more like discursegisters to be used in
various ways depending on context and the purpofdbe discussion
rather than absolute criteria in clear oppositionoag themselves from
among which to choose. The preference for the tldagcitizenship is tied
to attributed factors or is based on the voluntdmgice of sharing a specific
life style does not reveal the personal attitudeshose interviewed but
rather demonstrates their ability to use equalny difference as ‘political’
tools to advance requests for inclusion and exmfugiColombo, Semi
2007; Semiet al 2009; Harris 2009). The same people in different
argumentative contexts and for different purposesand do know how to
use different discursive registers (Baumann 1996pld&let al. 1999;
Butcher 2004, 2009; Colombo 2006).

The interviews also point up the distance that eaist between the
institutional and formal dimension of citizenshimda the meaning
attributed to it in daily interactions. In the It case (which is no different
from what was shown by Miller-Idriss (2006) in tlig&erman case) a
citizenship statute based formally aums sanguinisdoes not imply that
people see themselves as a racial or ethnic piguladmong the young
people interviewed will, behaviour, birth place aswbnomic criteria take
precedence over race and ethnicity in determirtiegparameters for those
who should be recognized as citizens.

Emphasis is placed on thparticipative dimension rather than on the
dimension of attributed belonging (determined bytefaor blood).
Citizenship remains an important formal question taquires aractive
attitude in order to be deserved.
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The ‘honest life’ then becomes the main criterioor fgranting
citizenship. It is no longer a package of universgits (and duties) to be
granted to each human being per se, to be awacdtthseach person may
fulfil himself and participate actively in communitlife. Instead the
tendency is to define a package of duties (andgjginat each civil and
‘normal’ person must observe in order to becomeggtimate part of the
community. However, the ‘securitarian’ short-citchetween immigration
and criminality (Huysmans 2006) tends to consitlerrhigrant as a deviant
who should therefore be excluded from the grantihgtalian citizenship
(which thus goes back to being an attributed cheristic limited in
principle to those who ‘are’ Italian) unless hewhdhat he deserves it.

Citizenship and belonging maintain a strong bondt twhen the
possible meaning attributed to belonging is chantes meaning given to
citizenship can consequently change as well. Béhghgcan mean
membership as well as identification. In the firsase, citizenship
constitutes a part of the minimal personal capadtglucci 1996) people
can rely on in order to act as active and accolmiadividuals. Everyone,
regardless of his or her ‘natural condition’ mus bkecognized as a
potential member of the community. Admittance tergday community
life must be allowed on the basis of personal c@paavill, and
engagement, and must be revoked whenever thesenpkrharacteristics
prove to be lacking. In the second case, the tievden belonging and
citizenship is more complex and blurred. Citizepstiannot be an
equivalent for identity. Beyond personal will andilidy lie deeper and
more stable attributes which cannot be either yagiored or changed.
When identification is the main contend, citizepskeases to be a pre-
requisite for participation and becomes what isllyeat stake in
determining social inclusion and exclusion.

But even when speaking of membership, the positdrise children of
autochthonous parents and those of the childremofigrants may be
different. For the children of autochthonous paseaitizenship must above
all be earned. It is a reward that cannot be giweti the merit of the
individual has been verified. It thus tends to besidered as a prize that
can be granted to immigrants as certification théegration has taken
place. For the children of immigrants, citizenshipwever, is a necessary
prerequisite for playing their card to their bedvantage and on an equal
basis with their companions so that they will bgitimately recognised as
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part of the world they live in, where they can loévee participants and the
protagonists of their own future. More than asralfireward, citizenship

should be the prerequisite for integration. A pgeiisite to be granted to all
on a basis of trust, and revocable when it is dleat there are no grounds
for such trust and that it has been misplaced.

Both groups felt that citizenship should be grandety to those who
share a life style based on work, the family ardkpendence, that is, only
to those who are considered ‘one of us’. But thadiig line that defines
those who are 'one of us’ for the autochthonegasvd by the distinction
between natives and foreigners who must earn that before they are
accepted, whereas for the immigrants’ children,isitdrawn by the
distinction between those who behave properly dmaba who behave
badly, an assessment that can only be made on akis bf concrete
behaviour.

The potential exclusive character of citizenshimes to the fore in the
discussion of identification and national belonging this case, an
essentialist vision of identity and belonging teridsfavour the factors
bound up in tradition and the ties with family teaxgs and considers the
‘natural’ and attributed characteristics more intpot than the assessment
of merits. Citizenship then evolves from being al for inclusion tending
to broaden the field of participation to the paiftincluding each human
being to being a tool for differentiation and sélat.
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